
Premier Conference Designed for
the Practicing Gynecologic Surgeon



LOCATION

All sessions will be held at the Ritz–Carlton Hotel, located at 
One Ritz–Carlton Drive, St. Louis, Missouri, (314) 863–6300.
The Cadaver Program will be held at the St. Louis Practical Anatomy
Workshop, located at 3839 Lindell Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri.
Bus transportation will be provided.  

TUITION FEES
Before 8–1–06 After 8–1–06

Physician $950.00 $1,000.00
SPRS Member $900.00 $  950.00
Resident/Fellow* $500.00 $  550.00
Allied Health Professionals $550.00 $  600.00
Cadaver Program

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

THE SIXTEENTH INTERNATIONAL PELVIC RECONSTRUCTIVE AND
VAGINAL SURGERY CONFERENCE once again brings together a most
distinguished faculty recognized as authorities in pelvic reconstructive
surgery. The four and a half day intensive course is designed for the
practicing gynecologist and others interested in pelvic reconstructive and
vaginal surgery. This conference is structured to provide ample oppor-
tunity for participants to interact on a one-on-one basis with the faculty.

After attending this educational activity, participants should be able to:
• Identify the anatomical derangements of pelvic support defects
• Incorporate surgical updates in patients with urinary and anal

incontinence
• Gain increased knowledge and appreciation on how to treat surgical

infections
• Incorporate current guidelines for selecting the route and method 

of hysterectomy
• Better manage pelvic floor disorders with new surgical techniques 

in pelvic reconstruction
• Effectively integrate vaginal hysterectomy into clinical practice
• Learn about new gynecologic instrumentation, mesh materials, and

surgical techniques

ACCME ACCREDITATION

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the
Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Emory
University School of Medicine and the Society of Pelvic Reconstructive
Surgeons. Emory University School of Medicine is accredited by the
ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

CREDIT

The Emory University School of Medicine designates this educational
activity for a maximum of 37 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Credit
hours are as follows: Cadaver Program 8, Infectious Disease Program
3.5, Matinee Surgical Film Program 4.5 and the Scientific Program 21.
Each Physician should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of
their participation in the activity. The American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists has awarded this Activity 37 cognate hours. 

It is the intent of Emory University School of Medicine to assure that its
educational mission, and Continuing Medical Education activities in par-
ticular, should not be influenced by the special interests of individuals
associated with its programs. Having an interest in or an affiliation with
any corporate organization does not necessarily influence a speaker’s
presentation, but the relationship must be made known in advance to the
audience in accordance with the Standards of the Accreditation Council
for Continuing Medical Education. Any conflicts will be disclosed before
the beginning of the conference.

DATES

Sunday, September 17, 2006: Cadaver Program
Monday, September 18, 2006: Infectious Disease Program
Monday, September 18, 2006: Matinee Surgical Film Program
Tuesday, September 19 - Thursday, September 21, 2006: Scientific Program

REGISTRATION

Early registration is advised to ensure enrollment.  Attendance is limit-
ed.  The registration fee includes Infectious Disease Program, Matinee
Surgical Film Program, and Scientific Program. Each registrant will
receive a comprehensive syllabus. The Cadaver Program is an addi-
tional registration fee. All physicians registering for the Cadaver
Program must also be registered for the Scientific Program. To register
for the conference, please complete the attached form and mail with
tuition to the address indicated.
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SPRS Non-Member $900.00                  $  950.00
SPRS Member $850.00                  $  900.00
Resident                        $500.00                  $  550.00

*All Residents/Fellows are required to include a letter from the chief of
their program to obtain the reduced fee. Payment must accompany
registration. No refunds after August 1, 2006.

CANCELLATIONS

Tuition fee will be refunded (minus a 10% administrative charge) for
cancellations received prior to August 1, 2006. REFUNDS CANNOT BE
GIVEN AFTER AUGUST 1, 2006. Cancellations must be received in
writing prior to August 1, 2006.

TRAVEL INFORMATION

Far Hills Travel Unlimited has been appointed as the official travel
agency for the SIXTEENTH INTERNATIONAL PELVIC RECONSTRUCTIVE
AND VAGINAL SURGERY CONFERENCE. Far Hills Travel Unlimited
will assist you on the lowest possible fares and inform you of discounts
available to conference attendees. Please call Far Hills Travel Unlimited
direct at (937) 435–7272 or (800) 944–1637 and refer to THE
SIXTEENTH INTERNATIONAL PELVIC RECONSTRUCTIVE AND
VAGINAL SURGERY CONFERENCE for reservations or additional information.

LODGING INFORMATION

The Ritz–Carlton St. Louis is located in Clayton, halfway between
downtown St. Louis and Lambert Airport.

Bordering Clayton is the 1923 acre Forest Park, The Muny Opera
Theater, The Missouri Historical Museum, The Science Center, and The
St. Louis Art Museum.  Fashionable shopping is available at the Galleria
and the elegant Plaza Frontenac.

The Ritz–Carlton has reserved a block of rooms for conference atten-
dees.  Registration must be made by August 14, 2006 to be assured of
availability and room rates.  Reservations after this date are subject to
availability.  Room rates are $199.00 for single and double occupancy.
A hotel reservation card is enclosed or reservations for the Ritz–Carlton
can be made by calling the hotel at (314) 863–6300.  When making
hotel reservations, please refer to THE SIXTEENTH INTERNATIONAL
PELVIC RECONSTRUCTIVE AND VAGINAL SURGERY CONFERENCE.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information or questions, contact
Patricia Kovac, Executive Director
Society of Pelvic Reconstructive Surgeons
Business: (404) 812-1526 
Fax:      (404) 812-0442 
e-mail: pelvicsurg@aol.com



PROGRAM

Sunday, September 17, 2006

CADAVER PROGRAM

PROSECTORS:

7:00 AM   CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

7:30 AM   LEAVE RITZ-CARLTON

8:00 AM   Introduction and Instruction of Cadaver Lab

8:30 AM   Dissection and Measurements of Pelvic 
Suspensory and Support Tissues and
Anatomic Structures with Surgical Relations

11:30 AM   Discussion of Dissection with Questions 
and Answers

12:00 PM LUNCH

1:00 PM   Discussion of Dissection and Introduction 
to the next Dissection

1:30 PM   Dissection and Inspection and Repair of 
Vesicovaginal and Rectovaginal Fistulas by
Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.  

2:00 PM   Discussion of Dissection and Introduction 
to next Dissection

2:30 PM    Dissection of the External Obturator 
Region of the Groin with Measurements 
and Performance of Trans-Obturator Sling 
Placement:  Outside-In, Inside-Out

3:00 PM    Discussion of Dissection and Introduction 
to next Dissection.

3:30 PM    Dissection of the  Perineum and Rectovaginal
Space with Dissection of Retroperitoneal 
Uterosacral Ligaments and Sacrospinous  
Ligaments

4:00 PM    Dissection and Performance of Apogee 
and IVS Tunnellers

4:30 PM    Discussion of Dissection of Vaginal 
Paravaginal Repairs and Pubocervical Fascia
with SIS Mesh

5:00 PM    QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
5:30 PM  ADJOURN (Back to Ritz-Carlton)

Monday, September 18, 2006

INFECTIOUS DISEASE PROGRAM

MODERATOR:
Sebastian Faro, M.D. Ph.D.

7:00 AM    REGISTRATION
8:00 AM    Case Presentations:

Vulvar Infections
Vaginitis
Cervicitis

9:30 AM   QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
10:00 AM   BREAK
10:30 AM   Case Presentations:

Endometritis
Pelvic Cellulitis
Pelvic Abscesses
Other Interesting Cases

11:30 AM    QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
12:00 PM    ADJOURN (lunch on your own)

Robert M. Rogers Jr., M.D.
Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.

Richard Reid, M.D.

S. Robert Kovac, M.D.
Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.

Octacilio Figueredo Netto, M.D.
Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.



SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

Tuesday, September 19, 2006
6:30 AM  REGISTRATION

7:15 AM WELCOME 
S. Robert Kovac, M.D.
(Program Moderator – Morning Session) 

7:30 AM  Robert M. Rogers, Jr. M.D.
The Anatomy of Pelvic Support

8:00 AM   Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
Eighteen Years Experience Using 
Polypropylene Mesh Grafts, or I Told You 
so, Now It’s Me Versus Them

8:30 AM  Michel Cosson, M.D.
Biomechanical Properties of the Pelvic Tissues 
Involved in the Treatment of Genital Prolapse

9:00 AM Richard Reid, M.D.
Biomechanics in Vaginal Surgery: Biochemical
Principles That Dictate Surgical Use

9:30 AM  BREAK

10:00 AM  Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
New Synthetic Prosthesis for Treatment of 
Pelvic Organ Prolapse 

10:30 AM  Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Misuse of Bolsters in Pelvic Reconstructive 
Surgery: A Gallery of Misadventures

11:00 AM  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

12:00 PM   LUNCH

12:55 PM  Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
(Program Moderator – Afternoon Session)

1:00 PM William M. Crist, M.D.
Hugh E. & Sarah Stephenson Dean 
University of Missouri School of Medicine 

1:15 PM  Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.
Birth Trauma:  Vesicovaginal Fistula: 
Suggested International Staging System

1:45 PM   Sheldon Weinstein, M.D.
Cosmetic Vaginal Surgery

2:15 PM  Stephen L. Larson, M.D.
Complications of Vaginal Hysterectomy-
First 20 Years

2:45 PM  BREAK

3:00 PM  S. Robert Kovac, M.D.
Should Colpocleisis Become a Historical
Operation?

3:30 PM    Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Can We Emerge from the Shadow of The POPQ?

4:00 PM    CONSENSUS PANEL
Moderators: Thomas M. Julian, M.D.

Robert M. Rogers, Jr. M.D.
Title: How to Develop and Train the  
Competent Vaginal Surgeon
Panel:
Michel Cosson, M.D.
Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
S. Robert Kovac, M.D.
Stephen L. Larson, M.D.
Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Richard Reid, M.D.
Sheldon Weinstein, M.D.
Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.
Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.

4:30 PM    QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

5:00 PM    ADJOURN

1:00 PM  Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
Tips and Techniques for Vaginal 
Hysterectomy with Morcellation        

1:30 PM    S. Robert Kovac, M.D. 
and Reneita Ross, M.D.
(Fellow in Pelvic Reconstructive Surgery, 
Emory University) Vaginal Hysterectomy 
with Repair of Anterior and Posterior Segments

2:00 PM    Michel Cosson, M.D.
Treatment of Genital Prolapse with Prolift 
with Uterine Preservation

2:30 PM  Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Site-Specific Colpocleisis with Vaginal 
Paravaginal Repair and Total Vaginectomy    

3:00 PM    S. Robert Kovac, M.D. 
and Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.
Repair of the Anterior Vaginal Segment

3:30 PM  David P. Schneider, M.D.
(SPRS MEMBER) Unrecognized Asymmetry:
Detachment of the Bladder and Rectal 
Muscularis

4:00 PM  Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
and Francisco N. Chaves, M.D.
Single Synthetic Prosthesis for Surgical 
Treatment of Pelvic Organ Prolapse

4:30 PM  Michel Cosson, M.D.
Partial Resection of Vaginal Mesh After 
Vaginal Mesh Exposition

5:00 PM  Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
Perineocele Repair with Reconstruction of 
the Posterior Compartment

5:30 PM  Discussion of Films with Questions and Answers

6:00 PM  ADJOURN

Monday Afternoon, September 18, 2006
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

MODERATOR: Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
Discussants:

MATINEE SURGICAL FILM PROGRAM

S. Robert Kovac, M.D.
Robert F. Porges, M.D.

Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Michel Cosson, M.D.



Thursday, September 21, 2006

7:15 AM    Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
(Update/Program Moderator-Morning Session)

7:30 AM    Marcella Ronnenburg, M.D.
Fecal Incontinence

8:00 AM    Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
3D Spatial Relationships within the Pelvis

8:30 AM    Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
Repair of the Posterior Compartment: 
Rectal Incontinence in Women

9:00 AM    BREAK

9:30 AM    Sebastian Faro, M.D., Ph.D.
New Antibiotics to Combat Resistant Infections

10:00 AM   Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Another Look at the Pelvic Valve

10:30 AM  Stephen L. Larson, M.D.
When and How and When Not to Perform
Vaginal Salpingo-Oophorectomy with 
Vaginal Hysterectomy

11:00 AM   Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.
History of the Supracervical Hysterectomy

11:30 AM  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

12:30 PM   ADJOURN

7:15 AM Robert F. Porges, M.D.
(Update/Program Moderator-Morning Session)

7:30 AM Robert M. Rogers,  Jr, M.D
The Anatomy of Chronic Pelvic Pain

8:00 AM Sebastian Faro, M.D., Ph.D
Best Choices of Antibiotics to Manage 
Post-Operative Infections

8:30 AM Marcella Roenneburg, M.D.
Fistulas in Africa

9:00 AM Michel Cosson, M.D.
Results and Complications of Prolift
Device in the Cure of Genital Prolapse

9:30 AM BREAK

10:00 AM  Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Endopelvic Fascia: What is it, Where is it, 
What does it do?

10:30 AM   Richard Reid, M.D.
What Hernia Surgeons Can Teach Us About
Prolapse

11:00 AM   Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.
Management  of GI and GU Injuries in 
GYN Surgery

11:30 AM   QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

12:00 PM   LUNCH

12:50 PM   “Vaginal Surgeons Award”
Presented by: S. Robert Kovac, M.D. 

12:55 PM   Steven L. Larson, M.D.
(Program Moderator – Afternoon Session)

1:00 PM    Sebastian Faro, M.D., Ph.D
Can Prophylactic Antibiotics Prevent Post-
Operative Infection and Abdominal Wound 
Infections

1:30 PM    Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.
Repair of the Anterior Vaginal Segment

2:00 PM    Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Posterior Vaginal Reconstruction with 
Bilateral Uterosacral Colpopexy 

2:30 PM    BREAK

3:00 PM    Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
Overcoming the Difficult Vaginal Hysterectomy

3:30 PM    Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Current Controversies in the Treatment of 
Pelvic Organ Prolapse

4:00 PM    CONSENSUS PANEL
Moderators: S. Robert Kovac, M.D.

Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.
Title: “Is Vaginal Surgery Really A Dying Art?”
Panel:
Michel Cosson, M.D. 
Sebastian Faro, M.D., Ph.D
Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.
Thomas M. Julian, M.D.
Stephen L. Larson, M.D.
Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Richard Reid, M.D.
Robert M. Rogers Jr., M.D.
Marcella Roenneburg, M.D.
Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.
Clifford R. Wheeless, M.D.

4:30 PM    QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

5:00 PM    ADJOURN

Wednesday, September 20, 2006



Patricia Kovac

Carl W. Zimmerman, M.D.

Joseph T. Stubbs, M.D.

Robert F. Porges, M.D.
Robert M. Rogers, Jr., M.D. 

Thomas M. Julian, M.D.

Sebastian Faro, M.D., Ph.D.

Stephen L. Larson, M.D.

Octacilio Figueiredo Netto, M.D.

Sheldon Weinstein, M.D.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

CONFERENCE DIRECTOR/ 
PROGRAM MODERATOR
S. ROBERT KOVAC, M.D.
John D. Thompson Distinguished Professor of
Gynecologic Surgery
Department of Gynecology & Obstetrics 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia 

PROGRAM MODERATOR
CARL W. ZIMMERMAN, M.D.
Professor
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Nashville, Tennessee 

PROGRAM MODERATOR
ROBERT F. PORGES, M.D.
Professor & Vice Chairman 
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
New York University School of Medicine 
New York, New York 

PROGRAM MODERATOR 
STEPHEN L. LARSON, M.D.
Adjunct Professor
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

PROGRAM MODERATOR 
THOMAS M. JULIAN, M.D. 
Professor
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Director, Division of Gynecology 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 

ROBERT M. ROGERS, Jr., M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Kalispell Regional Medical Center 
Kalispell, Montana 

SEBASTIAN FARO, M.D., Ph.D. 
Clinical Professor 
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
& Reproductive Science 
The University of Texas-Houston Health Science Center
The Women's Hospital of Texas 
Houston, Texas 

OCTACILIO FIGUEIREDO NETTO, M.D.
Associate Professor 
Londrina State University 
Londrina, Brazil 

SHELDON WEINSTEIN, M.D. 
Clinical Professor UTHMSC 
Vice Chairman, Pelvic Surgery Fellowship
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas 
Dallas, Texas

CLIFFORD R. WHEELESS, M.D.
Associate Professor
The Kelley Gynecologic Oncology Service 
John Hopkins Medical Center
Baltimore, Maryland

JOSEPH T. STUBBS, M.D.
Director, 
Savannah Pelvic Reconstructive Surgery Center
Savannah, Georgia

MICHEL COSSON, M.D.
Associate Professor
CHRU-LILLE, France

MARCELLA ROENNENBURG, M.D.
Instructor
Johns Hopkins Medical Center
Baltimore, Maryland

FACULTY

S. Robert Kovac, M.D.



HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM

RITZ–CARLTON HOTEL (314) 863–6300
Please Reserve following accommodations:

_____Single—1 Person at $199.00 per Night for–––––Nights.
–––––Double—2 Persons at $199.00 per Night for–––––Nights.

Mail registration and fees to:
SOCIETY OF PELVIC

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEONS
P.O.Box 52107

Atlanta, GA 30355
Please type or print
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

First Name Last Name Degree
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City State Zip Code
(––––––––)––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––(––––––––)––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––—

Telephone Number Fax Number E–Mail Address
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Institution Affiliation

ACOG No. ________________________________

Payment must be in U.S. Dollars and must accompany the Registration Form.
Please make Checks payable to:  SPRS. Write separate checks for Scientific Program and Cadaver Program. Sorry, no
credit cards accepted.  *All Resident/Fellows are required to include a letter from the chair of their program to obtain the
reduced tuition fee. No refunds after August 1, 2006.

FEES Before 8–1–06 After 8–1–06
Physician $950.00 $ 1,000.00 $ __________
SPRS Member $900.00 $   950.00 $ __________
Resident/Fellow* $500.00 $   550.00 $ __________
Allied Health Professionals $550.00 $   600.00 $ __________

Cadaver Program Additional Fee:
SPRS Non-Member $900.00 $   950.00 $ __________
SPRS Member $850.00 $   900.00 $ __________
Resident $500.00 $ 550.00 $ __________

Infectious Disease Program (no fee) Must Register ______will attend ______will not attend

Matinee Film Festival (no fee) Must Register ______will attend ______will not attend

Mail the hotel reservation
form and deposit to:

THE RITZ–CARLTON HOTEL
One Ritz–Carlton Drive

St. Louis, MO  63105
Attention: Group Reservations

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sharing with (name) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________State______________________________________Zip Code_______________________________________

Arrival Date and Time__________________________________________________Departure Date___________________________________________________________

Reservation must be made by August 14, 2006 to be assured of availability and room rates.
Reservations must be accompanied with first night’s deposit.  Deposit may be paid by check, money order, Mastercard, Visa, 
or American Express.

_____Check or money order; made payable to RITZ–CARLTON HOTEL _____Mastercard _____Visa _____American Express

Card number ______________________________________________________________________Expiration Date_______________________________________________

Authorization Signature ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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✂ ✂ ✂ ✂

Mail the hotel reservation
form and deposit to:

THE RITZ–CARLTON HOTEL
One Ritz–Carlton Drive

St. Louis, MO  63105
Attention: Group Reservations

Mail registration and fees to:
SOCIETY OF PELVIC

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEONS
P.O.Box 52107

Atlanta, GA 30355

✂
✂

✂
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